
(Preliminary minutes – subject to approval by Presbytery of Lake Huron) 

PRESBYTERY OF LAKE HURON 
Stated Meeting – June 7, 2016 

 
The Presbytery of Lake Huron was called to order with prayer by the Moderator, the 
Rev. Wally Mayton, at 9:30 a.m., on Tuesday, June 7, 2016, at First Presbyterian 
Church, Cass City, Michigan.   
 
The roll was taken, and the moderator announced that a quorum was present. 
[ATTACHMENT A] 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to adopt the docket as amended with time for 
Miscellaneous Business. 
 
Welcome by the host pastor, the Rev. Linda Graham was given. 
 
Visitors, new clergy and elder commissioners were introduced. 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to seat the following as Corresponding Members: The 
Revs. Michael Ludwig (Scioto Valley) and David Weber (Lake Michigan). 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to add Miscellaneous Business to the agenda under the 
Stated Clerks report. 
 
MOTION WAS SUSTAINED to approve the Consent Agenda which included: 
 

1. Approve the Minutes for the March 1, 2016 Stated Meeting.  
 
WORSHIP included a CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, sermon led by the 
Rev. Dr. Dan Saperstein and an OFFERING to the Presbyterian Pantry of First  and 
Fraser Churches of Cass City. 
 
A short BREAK was taken prior to the Equipping for Ministry time. 
 
During the EQUIPPING FOR MINISTRY time groups were asked to answer the 
question “Who Are We?” Participants worked on making banners to visually 
demonstrate their answers. 
 
The meeting was RECONVENED by the Moderator. 
 
The Ludwig family gave an update on their mission time in Niger. 
 
Adjourned for lunch at 12:20 pm following prayer by the Moderator. 
 
Reconvened at 1:10 pm following prayer by the Vice Moderator, Elder CJ Merriman. 
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The COMMISSION ON MINISTRY report was given by the Rev. Andrew Miller. An 
introduction of the new Co-Pastors at Fenton-First, the Revs. Lindsey and Robbie 
Carnes was given. 
 
The commission recommended and presbytery approved: 
 

1. The 2016 Annual Report of Compensation. [ATTACHMENT B] 
 
The Commission on Ministry reported that it took the following actions on behalf of 
presbytery: 
 

2. Approve the part-time CRE Covenant renewal between Elder Don Wixson and 
Lapeer-First for a period of six months, effective May 1, 2016. Terms are as 
follows: 
 

Salary $150/week Preaching 
Travel Reimbursement 100 miles per Sunday at current IRS Rate 

 
The Rev. Dave Myers will continue to serve as his mentor. The Rev. Glenn Grant 
will continue to serve as Moderator of Session. 
 

3. Approved the Temporary Supply contract renewal between the Rev. Ron 
Vredeveld and Beaverton-First for a period of one year effective May 1, 2016. 
Terms are as follows: 

 
Cash Salary $19,989 ($13,749 + Med. $6,240 = $19,989) 
Housing Allowance $ 7,500 
Vacation Time 4 weeks including 4 Sundays 
Study Leave 2 weeks including 2 Sundays 
Travel Reimbursement IRS Rate 
Study Leave Allowance $325 
Phone Calls $300 
Professional Expenses $500 
Medical Reimbursement $6240 (Included in cash salary) 

 
  



Preliminary Minutes – June 7, 2016 
Page 3 
 
 

4. Approved the full-time Pastoral Call of the Rev. Dr. Joseph Novak at Flint-First 
effective May 15, 2016. Terms of call are as follows: 

 
Cash Salary $38,000 
Housing Allowance $40,000 
SECA $5,967 
Study Leave $1,000 
Professional Expenses $1,000 
Travel/Mileage IRS Rate 
Vacation Time 4 weeks including 4 Sundays 
Study Leave Time 2 weeks including 2 Sundays 
Moving Costs Full 

 
The committee commended the church in fulfilling the provisions of the 
presbytery’s Affirmative Action Equal Employment Opportunity Program for the 
Calling of Pastors, meeting the requirements of the church-wide plan for EEO. 

 
5. Directed the Stated Clerk to transfer the membership of the Rev. Lindsey and 

Robert Carnes from the Presbytery of San Fernando upon receipt of request. 
 

6. Approved the part-time Commissioned Ruling Elder covenant renewal between 
Elder Charles Moerdyk and Rosebush for a period of one year effective January 
1, 2016. Terms are as follows: 

 
Salary $325/week (Half designated as housing 

allowance) 
Book Allowance $2,100/year 
Travel Reimbursement At current IRS Rate 
Vacation Allowance 4 weeks per year including 4 Sundays 
Study Leave 2 weeks per year including 2 Sundays 
  
The Rev. Andrew Miller will serve as his mentor. 
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7. Approved the part-time Commissioned Ruling Elder covenant renewal between 
Elder Mark Garavaglia and Deckerville-First for a period of one year effective 
January 5, 2016. Terms are as follows: 

 
Salary $200/week (Half designated as housing 

allowance) 
Housing Manse/Utilities 
Telephone Calls Reimbursable 
Continuing Education Reimbursable 
Book Allowance $300/year 
Travel Reimbursement At current IRS Rate 
Vacation Allowance 4 weeks per year including 4 Sundays 
Study Leave 2 weeks per year including 2 Sundays 
  
The Rev. Dave Myers will serve as his mentor. 

 
8. Approved the full-time Temporary Relationship Covenant between Linden and 

the Rev. Dave Myers for a period of one year effective May 25, 2016. Terms are 
as follows: 

 
Cash Salary $41,667 
Housing Allowance $8,333 
Pension/Major Medical $17,500 
Study Leave $650 
Reimbursable Expenses $750 
Travel/Mileage IRS Rate up to $1,000 
Vacation Time 4 weeks including 4 Sundays 
Study Leave Time 2 weeks including 2 Sundays 
  
Minimum of four (4) days on site per week 

 
9. Approve a scholarship request for a clergy member of presbytery in the amount 

of $300. 
 

10. Approve the scholarship request for a clergy member of presbytery in the amount 
of $287.68. 

 
11. Appointed the Rev. Mary Anne Evans-Justin as Moderator of Session for Ithaca-

First effective May 17, 2016. 
 

12. Appointed the Rev. Doug Abel as Moderator of Session of Caro-First effective 
June 1, 2016 

 
13. Dissolved the Pastoral Call of Joey Novak at Ithaca-First effective May 14, 2016. 
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14. Dissolved the Pastoral Call of Dave Myers at Caro-First and directed the Stated 
Clerk to move him to the Member-At-Large Roll effective May 31, 2016. 

 
15. Approved the Temporary Covenant extension of David Weber at Birch Run-

Taymouth through December 31, 2016 with a two-way 30 day notice if a new 
pastor is called.  Terms are as follows: 

 
Cash Salary $33,160 
Housing Allowance $24,000 
Pension/Major Medical $16,872 
401B Retirement $900 
Vacation Time 4 weeks including 4 Sundays 
Study Leave 2 weeks including 2 Sundays 
Travel Reimbursement IRS Rate 
Flex Account $1,000 

 
The PERSONNEL TEAM report was given by the Rev. Matthew Schramm. 
 
The team recommended and presbytery approved the: 
 

1. Proposed Personnel Policy for the Presbytery of Lake Huron [ATTACHMENT C] 
(Changes will take effect immediately.) 

 
The STATED CLERK report was given by the Rev. Ted McCulloch.  
 
The Stated Clerk recommended and presbytery approved: 
 

1. Per G-3.0303e, and at the request of the Saginaw Korean Presbyterian 
Church, to approve the appointing of an Administrative Commission to 
assume original jurisdiction for the session of the Saginaw Korean 
Presbyterian Church, in all matters, effective June 8, 2016.  This request is 
due to the inability of the session to have a quorum. The Administrative 
Commission shall develop new By Laws to be adopted by the congregation, 
shall review the membership rolls, and shall oversee the nominating, training 
and electing of a new Session. The Commission members shall be Rev. Dr. 
Daniel Saperstein, Executive Presbyter; Rev. Teresa Peterson; Elder CJ 
Merriman, Lapeer-First; Elder Johanna Jozwiak-Stover, Midland-Chapel 
Lane; and the Rev. Lindsey Carnes.   
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The Stated Clerk reported the following items for information: 
 

2. The Book of Order, D-5.0206b, requires that the Stated Clerk maintain a 
current roster of those members of the Permanent Judicial Commission of the 
presbytery whose terms have expired within the last six years and report the 
roster to the presbytery annually.  Those with a strike-through of their name 
are not available to be used.  The current roster lists the following names: 

 
Rev. Dr. Valerie Fargo term expired December 31, 2015  
Elder Gregory Ross term expired December 31, 2015 
Elder Roger Scovil term expired December 31, 2013 
The Rev. Todd Smith term expired December 31, 2013 
Elder Norma Carnahan term expired December 31, 2011 
Elder David Fisher term expired December 31, 2011 

 
3. Received the resignation of Elder Janie Gugino from the Personnel Team and 

informed the Nominating Committee. 
 

4. Received the resignation of Elder Carol Dulin as 2016 General Assembly 
Commissioner.  Per Presbytery policy, alternate General Assembly 
Commissioner Elder Kathy Maurer, Birch Run Taymouth was asked and 
agreed to serve.  Received the resignation of Amy Abel, Vassar as 2016 
General Assembly Young Adult Advisory Delegate.  Per Presbytery policy, 
the alternate YAAD was asked to serve but also had to decline. 

 
5. The Annual Statistical Report [ATTACHMENT D] Explanation of abnormal 

raise in income was explained as an entering error in one church’s statistical 
report. 

 
6. The following invitations have been received to host presbytery stated 

meetings in 2016: 
 

Date Location Time 
September 20 Flushing 9:30 am 
December 6 Saginaw-Second 9:30 am 

 
Invitations are being accepted for the 2017 Presbytery meetings.  We are especially 
looking for churches that have round tables that we can use for discussion and meeting 
time.  If you have any questions, please call the Stated Clerk. 
 
The EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER report was given by the Rev. Dr. Dan Saperstein.  An 
overview of items before the 222nd General Assembly this month was reviewed. 
 
The Rev. Paul Ytterock gave an update on the Flint Water Crisis. 
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The TRUSTEES report was given by the Rev. Dr. Robert Emrich. An explanation of the 
new phone system was given by the Business Manager, Stephanie Cervini. 
 
The Trustees recommended and presbytery approved to: 
 

1. That the Presbytery authorizes Birch Run Taymouth Presbyterian Church to 
apply for a $30,000 line of credit with Community State Bank. The line of 
credit would pay off the debt owed to the Presbytery along with making some 
improvements on the manse and installing a steel roof on the church. The 
condition being that any future use of the line of credit is used only for capital 
improvements and with Presbytery approval.  

 
The Trustees presented the following item for information: 
 

2. Presbytery Phone System: the Trustees accepted the proposal from Yeo & 
Yeo to upgrade the Presbytery office phone system. 

 
The COORDINATING TEAM report was given by the Rev. Matthew Schramm. 
 
The Coordinating Team reported the following for information: 
 

1. Approved $1000 to be sent to Flint Trinity United for Flint Water Crisis. Funds will 
come from Designated Use Account 000-000-21030. 
 

2. Created a budget team to include Roger Scovill, Matt Schramm, Rhonda Myers, 
Andrew Miller, Dan Saperstein and Stephanie Cervini. 

 
The NOMINATING TEAM report was given by the Rev. Ted McCulloch. 
 
The Nominating Team placed the following people in nomination for the committees and 
classes indicated and presbytery approved: 
 

1. Personnel Committee:  Elder Linda Langrill, Midland Chapel Lane, Class of 2017 
 

2. Coordinating Team:  Elder Delphine Holland, Elder Flint Trinity United, class of 
2017 

 
MISCELLEOUS BUSINESS was presented by the Stated Clerk. 
 
The Stated Clerk recommended and presbytery approved: 
 

1. The request of the Tawas Area Presbyterian Church for an exception to G-
2.0404 so that they may elect tow deacons to serve more than two consecutive 
terms. 
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The Moderator assumed the chair. 
 
A COMMISSIONING SERVICE for those representing the presbytery at the 222nd 
General Assembly was held. 
 
The meeting adjourned following prayer by the Vice Moderator at 2:15 pm. 
 
Attendees were encouraged to complete their feedback forms prior to leaving. 
 
The next stated meeting of the Presbytery of Lake Huron will be held Tuesday, 
September 20, 2016 at Flushing Presbyterian Church, Flushing, Michigan, beginning at 
9:30 a.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Ted McCulloch 
Stated Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT A – Attendance 
 

NAME OF MINISTER Present Excused Absent NAME OF MINISTER Present Excused Absent 
Abel, Doug 

  
1 Miller, Carol (HR) 

 
1 

 Ahn, Daniel (HR) 
 

1 
 

Moody, Chris 
  

1 
Anderson, Kenneth (HR) 

 
1 

 
Musgrave, John (HR) 

 
1 

 Baird, George (HR) 
 

1 
 

Myers, David 1 
  Becker, John (HR) 

 
1 

 
Myers, Rhonda 1 

  Blackburn, David (HR) 
 

1 
 

Neumann, James 1 
  Blatt, Karen (HR) 1 

  
Neuville, Donald (HR) 

 
1 

 Borycz, Edward 
 

1 
 

Novak, Joseph 
 

1 
 Brackbill, Thomas 1 

  
Offrink, James (HR) 1 

  Brooks, Alexander (HR) 
 

1 
 

Pak, Shimon 1 
  Browne, Jim 

 
1 

 
Park, Dong Won (HR) 

 
1 

 Browne, Roger (HR) 
 

1 
 

Parker, Kenneth 
 

1 
 Carnes, Lindsey 1 

  
Peterson, Theresa 1 

  Carnes, Robbie 1 
  

Rasmussen-Baker, Jill 
 

1 
 Chambers, Janice (HR) 

 
1 

 
Russell, Peter (HR) 

 
1 

 Chang, Catherine 
 

1 
 

Saperstein, Dan 1 
  Clark, Bert (HR) 

 
1 

 
Schacher, Tom 1 

  Cundiff, Thomas 
 

1 
 

Schramm, Matthew 1 
  Cunningham, Bruce (HR) 1 

 
Shoemaker, Rodney 

 
1 

 Der-Garabedian, Lucy 
 

1 
 

Shugert, Stephen (HR) 
 

1 
 Emrich, Robert (HR) 1 

  
Snyder, Noel 

 
1 

 Eshelman, David (HR) 
 

1 
 

Stilwell, Elizabeth 
 

1 
 Evans-Justin, Mary Anne (HR) 1 

 
Stratton, Brian 

 
1 

 Fox, Robert (HR) 
 

1 
 

Swihart, Dale (HR) 
 

1 
 Gates, Fred (HR) 

 
1 

 
Taylor, Robert (HR) 

 
1 

 Gates, Sharlyn 
 

1 
 

Walser, Joseph (HR) 
 

1 
 Gillette, George (HR) 1 

  
Weenink, Jeffrey 

  
1 

Graham, Linda 1 
  

Ytterock, Paul 1 
  Grant, Glenn 1 

      Grimes, Ronald (HR) 
 

1 
 

Total Present 24 
  Gruening, Katja 1 

  
Total Excused 45 

  Hetzel, Kenneth 1 
  

Total Absent 4 
  Hunter, Rhashell 

 
1 

     Lakey, Robert (HR) 
 

1 
 

 

Lawson, Desiree 1 
  Lawther, Richard (HR) 

 
1 

 Leas, Robert (HR) 
 

1 
 Lee, Hoon Koo 

 
1 

 Lee, Joungnam 
 

1 
 Loenshal, Michael 

 
1 

 Marquardt, Charles 
  

1 
Mayton, Wally 1 

  McCulloch, Ted 1 
  McMellen, Larry (HR) 

 
1 

 Miller, Andrew 1 
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ATTACHMENT A – Attendance (Continued) 
NAME OF CHURCH Present Absent Elder Commissioner(s) Present 
Alma-Eastminster 

 
1 

 Alma-First 1 
 

Ann Baker 
Bay City-First 

 
1 

 Bay City-Westminster 1 
 

Bill Schuneman 
Beaverton 

 
1 Excused Absence 

Birch Run 1 
 

Lil Ostrom 
Breckenridge 

 
1 

 Caro 
 

1 
 Cass City-First 

 
1 

 Cass City-Fraser 1 
 

Mark Battel 
Croswell 

 
1 

 Davison 
 

1 
 Deckerville 1 

 
Linda Spencer 

Elkton-Chandler 
 

1 
 Fairgrove 1 

 
David Houghtaling 

Fenton-First 1 1 John Banks 
Fenton-Tyrone 

 
1 

 Flint-First 1 3 Linda Smith 
Flint-Trinity United 1 

 
Name not legible 

Flint-Unity 
 

1 
 Flushing 1 

 
Carol Dulin 

Grand Blanc-Kirkridge 1 
 

Lois Neely 
Harbor Beach 1 

 
Gayle Wooster 

Holly 1 
 

Charlee Litten 
Houghton Lake 

 
1 

 Ithaca-First 
 

1 
 Ithaca-Lafayette 

 
1 

 Kinde-First 1 
 

Mary Ann Standing 
Lapeer 1 

 
Robert Grayhek 

Linden 
 

1 
 Marlette-First 

 
1 

 Marlette-Second 
 

1 
 Midland-Chapel Lane 1 

 
Linda Langrill 

Midland-Memorial 1 1 Judy McDowell 
Mt. Pleasant 1 

 
Jim Bidwell 

Rosebush 
 

1 
 Saginaw-Countryside Trinity 1 

 
Louis Diechman 

Saginaw-First 1 
 

Janie Gugino 
Saginaw-Korean 

 
1 

 Saginaw-Second 1 
 

Name not legible 
Saginaw-Warren Avenue 

 
1 

 Sandusky 1 
 

Dorothy Ruby 
Swartz Creek 

 
1 Excused Absence 

Tawas 1 
 

Andre DeWilde 
Twining 

 
1 

 Ubly 1 
 

Duane Jurges 
Vassar 1 

 
Steve Franko 

Yale 
 

1 
 Total Present and Represented 25 

  Total Not Represented 23 
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ATTACHMENT A – Attendance (Continued) 
ELDER MEMBERS Present Absent Excused 
Mark Battell (Coordinating Team) *** 

   Joanne Clever (PW) 
  

1 
Carol Dulin (Coordinating Team) *** 

   Adam Engel (Coordinating Team) 
  

1 
Doug Gorringe (Coordinating Team) 

  
1 

Kathy Maurer (CT Moderator) 
  

1 
CJ Merriman (Vice Moderator) 1 

  Cliff Miles (Trustee) 
  

1 
Tom Miles (Coordinating Team) 

  
1 

Mary Ann Parker (Nominating Team) 
  

1 
Paul Schmidt (Coordinating Team) 

  
1 

Roger Scovill (Treasurer) 
  

1 
Total Elder Members 1 0 9 
*** Signed in as Elder Commissioner, did not count here 

     
COMMISIONED RULING ELDERS Present Absent Excused 
Jon Essex 

  
1 

Mark Garavaglia 1 
  Kathy Grimes 1 
  Shaun Hardimon 

  
1 

Henry Kubin 1 
  Mary Kubin 1 
  Linda Living-Hawley 

  
1 

Liz Long 
  

1 
Sam McKim 

  
1 

Charles Moerdyk 
  

1 
Peggy Ronk 

  
1 

Kathleen Rowe 
  

1 
Chris Wolf 1 

  CRE Attending 5 
  CRE Not Attending 0 
  CRE Excused 8 

   
MEETING ATTENDANCE TOTALS 

  CATEGORY Present Absent Excused 
Members of Presbytery 24 4 45 
Corresponding Members 2 

  Commissioned Ruling Elders 5 0 8 
Church Commissioners 25 23 

 Elder Members         1 0 9 
Visitors (Including LHP Staff) 16 

  Total People in Attendance 73 
  Churches              represented 25 
  Churches        not represented 

 
23 
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ATTACHMENT B – 2016 Annual Report of Compensation 
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ATTACHMENT B – 2016 Annual Report of Compensation (Continued) 
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ATTACHMENT B – 2016 Annual Report of Compensation (Continued) 
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ATTACHMENT C – Personnel Policy Changes (30 pages total including this page) 
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ATTACHMENT D – Stated Clerk’s Annual Report - 2015 
 

STATED CLERK'S ANNUAL REPORT OF CHURCHES FOR 2015 
Presented to Lake Huron Presbytery June 7, 2016 

 
Clerks of session have now filed their 2015 annual reports with the Stated Clerk of Presbytery, and the 
information from those reports has been tabulated and forwarded to the Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly.  This is a summary of that tabulation.  (4 churches did not report) 
 
A. MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS 
  

1. Membership 8,208 
 Gains  
  Profession of faith  
   17 & under 51 
   18 & over 79 
  Certificate 38 
  Other 105 
   Total Gains 273 
     
 Losses  
  Certificate 54 
  Death 194 
  Other 362 
   Total Losses 610 
     
 Net Loss (337) 
     
 Membership 12/31/15 7,871 
     
 Of 7,871 members 4,692 are women (or 60%) 

 
2. Membership profile - 5 year period 
  Membership Net change % change 
 12/31/11 9,343 -704 -7.5 
 12/31/12 9,120 -223 -2.5 
 12/31/13 8,667 -453 -5.2 
 12/31/14 8,208 -459 -5.6 
 12/31/15 7,871 -337 -4.3 

 
3. Church School profile - 5 year period 
  Enrollment Net change % change 
 12/31/11 2,986 +    7 + 0.2 
 12/31/12 2,646 - 340 -12.9 
 12/31/13 2,384 - 262 - 10.9 
 12/31/14 2,549 + 165 +  6.5 
 12/31/15 2,273 - 276 - 12.1 
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ATTACHMENT D – Stated Clerk’s Annual Report - 2015 (Continued) 
 

4. Baptism profile - 5 year period 
  Children Adult 
 12/31/11 106 23 
 12/31/12  84 22 
 12/31/13 101 24 
 12/31/14 93 14 
 12/31/15 66 15 

 
B. FINANCIAL STATISTICS 
 1. Total income – 5 year period 
   Amount Net change % change 
  2011 14,921,229 +      836,680 +      5.6 
  2012 11,552,690 -    3,368,539 -     29.2 
  2013   9,728,814 -    1,823,876 -     18.8 
  2014 10,113,654 +      384,840 +      3.8 
  2015 21,425,258 + 11,311,604 + 52.8% 

 
2. Distribution of income – 2 year period 
  2014 2015 
  Amount % Amount % 
 Contributions $  7,268,287  71.87 $  6,962,854  32.50 
 Capital & Building Funds 847,487 8.38 11,669,061 54.46 
 Investment & Endowment Income 1,425,570 14.10 1,365,240 6.37 
 Bequests 53,627 0.53 1,014,518 4.74 
 Aid & other income 518,683 5.13 413,585 1.93 

      Total $10,113,654 100.00 $21,425,258 100.00 
 
 

3. Total expenditures – 5 year period 
  Amount Net change % change 
 2011 15,151,137 + 3,841,202 +  33.96 
 2012 11,703,210 - 3,447,927 -  22.76 
 2013 8,954,459 - 2,748,751 -  23.49 
 2014 9,666,027 711,568 +    7.95 
 2015 9,972,812 306,785 +      3.2 

 
4. Distribution of expenditures - 2 year period 
  2014 2015 
  Amount % Amount % 
 Local program and mission $8,106,150  83.86 $8,062,869  80.85 
 Capital expenditures 900,989 9.32 1,077,877 10.81 
 Investments 116,766 1.21 314,498 3.15 
 Per capita apportionment 206,588 2.14 187,598 1.88 
 Validated mission 278,253 2.88 267,913 2.69 
 G.A. Theological Education Fund 16,206 0.17 10,733 0.11 
 Other mission 41,075 0.42 51,324 0.51 

      Total $9,666,027 100.00 $9,972,812 100.00 
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